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Results
The data from the 2 cities were combined, and a graph of safety belt use rates over time was constructed. The graph shows a dramatic increase in safety belt use that coincides with implementation of the primary law on January 1, 1993 (see Figure 1) 
Discussion
The immediate increase in safety belt use from 73.0% to 95.6% is comparable to the increase found in observational studies conducted when the secondary law went into effect. Campbell and Campbell7 report that in daytime observations, the rate jumped from 18% to 47% in 1986, when the law was implemented.
The change reported here was possibly inflated by the procedures used to gather the data. Some drivers, on being waved into the survey site, may have fastened their safety belts to avoid being cited. Approaching drivers could see the police vehicle at the survey site from a distance of about 1 to 2 city blocks; the "voluntary survey" signs, however, could be seen only when the drivers drew closer to the survey site. However, vehicles were directed into the site without being given a chance to stop; therefore, the drivers had little opportunity to fasten their safety belts. If the difference can be accounted for by this behavior, it demonstrates that there is broad knowledge of the law and near-universal compliance with it-at least in a perceived enforcement area.
The results presented here fit within the context of other research that also demonstrated the remarkably strong impact of the primary law in California. The immediate impact of the law suggests there was a strong media campaign to inform the public of the law's modification. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration8 noted that the campaign was as strong as might be expected for a new law, not merely a revision of an existing law. Awareness of the law must have been quite high to effect the immediate and nearly universal compliance that was observed.
Many drivers may also feel that failing to wear a safety belt is a readily observable offense. In that respect the situation is similar to that of motorcycle helmet laws, infractions of which are also easily observed. It may not be a coincidence that helmet law implementation has been shown to have equally dramatic results on compliance.9 D
